Univerza v Sydneyju je ena najstarejših in najprestižnejših univerz v Avstraliji. Ustanovljena je bila leta 1850. Univerza je svetovno znana po svoji akademski odličnosti in raziskovalnih prispevkih na različnih področjih, vključno z znanostjo, medicino, tehniko, umetnostjo, humanistiko, družboslovjem in poslovanjem. Nenehno se uvršča med najboljše univerze na svetu. Kampus se nahaja v središču Sydneyja in študentom omogoča dostop do živahnega in kulturno bogatega okolja.
Ikonična zgradba iz peščenjaka, imenovana »Main Quadrangle«, je osrednji del kampusa in v njej so upravni uradi, predavalnice in čudovito grajena Velika dvorana, kjer potekajo podelitve diplom in drugi najprestižnejši dogodki.
Arhitektura »Main Quadrangle« Univerze v Sydneyju velja za mojstrovino v Angliji rojenega arhitekta Edmunda Blacketa, a znamenito Veliko dvorano je, prav tako iz peščenjaka, zasnoval drugi arhitekt, arhitekt Thomas Rowe, ki je leta 1854 zmagal na natečaju. Ta res imenitna in impresivna dvorana je bila zgrajena v neogotskem slogu, ki je bil sredi 19. stoletja zelo priljubljen. Zanj so značilni koničasti loki, rebrasti oboki in dovršeni okraski. Stene Velike dvorane krasijo zapletene rezbarije in vitraži, ki prikazujejo prizore iz zgodovine univerze in zgodovino akademskih disciplin.
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All religion has relation to life, and the life of religion is to do good. (Emanuel Swedenborg)
This is how the Swedish theologist, mystic, and scientist described the meaning and mission of all religion – to do good, for the sake of everyone. Understanding the meaning of this statement allows us to perceive interfaith dialogue as something natural which allows the different religious concepts to work together in favour of people and the humankind. 

The first important step towards mutual respect between different religions was made as early as in 1893, when the 1st World’s Parliament of Religions was held in Chicago in conjunction with the World's Columbian Exposition; about 400 representatives of 41 religions attended the event. Two of the reasons why the event had taken place are still relevant today:

-To promote and deepen the spirit of human brotherhood among religious men of diverse faiths, through friendly conference and mutual good understanding, while not seeking to foster the temper of indifferentism, and not striving to achieve any formal and outward unity.
-To bring the nations of the earth into a more friendly fellowship, in the hope of securing permanent international peace. 

Although certain non-Christian religions – including Daoism – were represented by missionaries and interpreted according to the Christian paradigm, the sole fact that they were all publicly introduced in an equal manner encouraged people to see that all religions shared some common ground based on which common goals could be achieved.

The organizers clearly understood the role of religion and the influence it has on society; they knew full well that it holds the power to either bring people together or draw them apart, which is why all guest speakers were obliged to talk about the positive aspects of their own religion without criticizing or disparaging the others. Comprehension, conversation, and mutual respect are indispensable when it comes to achieving positive shifts in the society.

The Parliament of Religions continues to operate to this day. The Congresses have taken place in different cities: Chicago (1993), Cape Town (1999), Barcelona (2004), Melbourne (2009), Salt Lake City (2015), Toronto (2018), as well as online (2021). Its purpose remains the same: to cultivate harmony among the spiritual traditions of the world and to foster their engagement with guiding institutions in order to shape a more peaceful, just, and sustainable world.
At the third session of the United Nations in Paris on 10 December 1948, The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted by the UN General Assembly. Article 1 states: “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.” While there is no mention of religion, it does clearly state that all people are equal, which is a prerequisite for the recognition of all world religions.
Much later, in 2007, an interfaith meeting between representatives of Christian and Muslim religious communities was organized at the initiative of the Common Word Initiative in order to establish peace and understanding. Since 2010, the first week of February is observed as a World Interfaith Harmony Week (WIHW). It was conceived to promote a culture of peace and nonviolence. The harmony and understanding between people of different faiths and beliefs is being promoted through various events and activities organized by governments as well as religious and other organizations around the world.
In Barcelona, UNESCO’s Association for Interreligious Dialogue (AUDIR) has taken on a more personal approach, organizing since 2016 La Nit de les Religions. »The Night of Religions« is a doors open day of sorts when religious communities open the doors to their places of worship and offer people a first-hand experience of their faith and rituals. This personal experience is undoubtedly more convincing than mere words and writings shared during meetings of representatives of different religions.
In September 2018, the representatives of Slovenian Daoist Temple of Supreme Harmony have attended the 3rd Night of Religions, where 40 different religious communities opened the doors to their spiritual world. At the opening ceremony, philosopher and writer Jordi Pigem spoke about the legacy of distinguished Spanish philosopher, theologist and scholar of religious studies, Raimon Panikkar Alemany (1918-2010) . Born in Barcelona to a Spanish, Catholic mother and an Indian, Hindu father, Panikkar has been exposed to different religious and cultural influences since his early childhood.
Panikkar spent his life researching the connections between Eastern and Western thought, trying to overcome the gaps between different religions and encouraging dialogue and understanding between them.

In his writings, Panikkar often emphasised the importance of acknowledging the interrelationship of all religions as well as the need for a holistic approach towards spirituality which would transcend the narrow sectarian boundaries. In Panikkar's words: »Every person is a knot in the net of relationships reaching out to the very antipodes of the real. An isolated individual is incomprehensible. Man is only Man with the sky above, the Earth below, and his fellow beings all around. « The three energies (that of the Sky, the Earth, and the Man), known as San Cai 三才, are also one of the pillars of the much older Daoist thought. The relations between them either create harmony or lead to disharmony between people and nature, between the individual and society.

It is the common people who shape religious communities, while leaders and representatives merely ensure a space and presence for them in the general public.
The power to bring about change is in the hands of the individual inside whom two basic principles – yin and yang, the Earth and the Sky – interlace. Each individual can only change and find harmony within oneself, yet one's actions influence everyone else, too. The freedom given to people by Daoism is also a responsibility, as it helps shape the time and space in which they live. Living in harmony with the natural order and encouraging virtuous behaviour are both excellent starting points for dialogue and collaboration between different religious and philosophical traditions.
Daoism in particular is a primordial Chinese religion which, contrary to certain other religions, knew no missionary work in the past. Daoism did not search for believers; it was us who have been discovering it and spreading our knowledge of it further.

The person who greatly contributed to the spread of knowledge about Daoism was Michael Saso.
His Daoist name is 苏海涵 / Sū Hǎihán.
Michael Saso (born in 1930) is a scholar, priest, former Jesuit, initiated Daoist priest of the Zhenyi Sect, and ordained Tandei Buddhist monk, known for his work in the fields of interfaith dialogue and religious studies, specifically in relation to East Asian religions and spiritualities. He especially devoted himself to Daoism and Tantric Buddhism. He was a professor of religion at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. He dedicated a large portion of his career to promoting understanding and collaboration between different religions, including Daoism, Buddhism, Christianity, and the primordial spiritual traditions.

When it comes to advocacy for interfaith dialogue and collaboration in Europe, it was Vincenzo Di Leso who did notable work. He is the president of Taoist Church of Italy, and his Daoist name is 李玄宗 / Li Xuanzong, the religious title of 传 法 护持 Chuanfa hu chi, "He who owns, protects and promotes the Daoist teaching." On May 26, 2023, he organised an international seminar titled Christians and Taoists in dialogue: “Communicating with the Heart” in collaboration with the Pontifical Theological Faculty of Southern Italy (section of St. Thomas Aquinas) and the Center for Franciscan Studies for Interreligious Dialogue and Cultures. Daoists from all over the world have attended the event, including the representatives of Slovenian Daoist Temple of Supreme Harmony who contributed the articles What is Peace actually? by Yuan Wei Qi and Daoism – Religion or Philosophy? by Darija Mavrič Čeh.

At the Slovenian Daoist Temple of Supreme Harmony, we also try our best to introduce Daoism to our communities; we organise doors open days, as well as lectures, meditations, etc. We invite the representatives of other religious communities to organise joint events at which different points of view and approaches are introduced, taking into account the fact that fundamental values such as respect, compassion and acceptance are common to all, representing foundations on which we can build together. It is important to us that we can connect, learn about each other and show respect in spite of our differences. We appreciate all feedback, even rejection and criticism – after all, communication is always the key.

In 2023, we hosted Primož Erjavec, professor of Religion and Culture at the Catholic grammar school in Vipava, as well as his 3rd year students. They impressed us with the interest they expressed for the Daoist faith and the acceptance they have shown for different religions.
We suggested organising an interfaith symposium to which the members of all religious communities in Slovenia would be invited. We first got in touch with Bogdan Knavs, head of the Franciscan monastery on Sveta Gora (»the Holy Mountain«), who forwarded our suggestion along. We then received an answer from Mari Jože Osredkar, PhD, Assist. Prof. from the Faculty of Theology in Ljubljana, who was in favour of the idea.
He invited us to contribute to Edinost in dialog – Unity and Dialogue, a journal for Ecumenical Theology and Interreligious Dialogue. A special edition on the topic of prayer will be published in 2024. In order to prepare our contributions, we requested help from professor Steven R. Bokenkamp of Arizona State University, who specializes in the study of medieval Chinese Daoism, with a special emphasis on its literature and its relations to Buddhism, and Song Chongdao, the abbot of the Chongdao Gong temple in the Jiangxi Province, with which the Slovenian Daoist Temple of Supreme Harmony had signed an agreement on forming a sister organization; they both happily accepted our invitation. 

This will mark the very first time that Daoism will be featured in a Slovene Catholic scientific journal.
Presently, there are 57 registered religious groups in Slovenia – most of them are Abrahamic religions. As Daoism is a newcomer, it must make itself known to the people, which is the main purpose of doors open days, lectures, and public ceremonies. As an institution, we try to get in touch with other religious institutions, so as to strengthen positive values and contribute to a better quality of life by means of interfaith collaboration. Furthermore, with the help of experts and researchers, we try to present Daoism from a scientific point of view as well. We are the ones who need to approach the society. 

Allow me to paraphrase the words of Mr. Bokenkamp: it is not Man who belongs to religion, but religion who belongs to Man …

On our journeys, we sometimes plant a tree and leave a mark. It takes care and patience to plant a seed. It takes knowing that the results of our actions will not be reaped by us but by our descendants. Perhaps this tree-to-be will someday offer shade to one person, serve as a cover from rain to another, or satiate the hunger of a third with its sweet fruit …

We are happy to be here and to share with you our efforts for a more harmonious world.

